IT'S ALL
ABOUT
LOVE...

Refugee Children photograph their lives in Northern Greece
Summer 2076

Thanks to the Rights and Opportunities Foundation for funding this project



Picture by Leen

Take ten Camcorders. Give them to some fifty Syrian children
between eight and twelve years old, living in a refugee camp
in Northern Greece. Ask them to photograph what is
important in their lives. Let them choose their favourite

pictures and tell us why these pictures matter.

This is what the children wanted to show us....
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This is what you see when you walk in. DRC are here, the police are here, the UN is here.
The boy is carrying a peach and he is looking back. This is like a first glimpse of the camp.
There are taps and dumpsters. This is the main road and people are out doing their errands
and you can see what it is like living here. We are not used to living in tents.

Ayatt age 12
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| love the woman in the picture with me. she is very nice to the children. She is kind. She is
my friend and | love her and when | leave the camp | want to make sure she goes on seeing
me and remembers me.

Maria, age 11
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| took this so people can see our cooking. It is good. This is lentil soup. My uncle’s wife made
it because | was asking for it for such a long time She cooked it on the hot plates. The food is
100% better than what we are given. We buy the lentils in town. Father sends money from
Germany.

Angeli age 9
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| want people to see how it is here. My brother is eating. JAFRA made the food and he is
sitting on the floor because there is no proper place to eat. Let people see how we are the
ones that made the couches so we don’t have to sit on the floor.

Aya age 10
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| chose this picture because | love this boy. | met him here, he gets close to your heart, his

face, his voice. | play with him and look after him. | bring him food and things.
Lamees age 10
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| am on the swing with my friend’s sister on my lap and | took this myself. The trees and sky
look so nice.
Lamees age 10
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It is a picture of food on a carton. It is being sold by a man. It is not expensive. We don’t buy
food here. We buy it in town, but if we need food in a hurry we get it here. That is Zaatar. |
like Zaatar, we dip bread in olive oil and then Zaatar and then we eat it. In Syria my mum
made Zaatar sandwiches for school.

Nour age 8
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| chose this because it is something nice that | made. We were not given any toys so the
children have nothing better to do than make their own toys. | took metal things from a
broken caravan in the DRC compound and my friend gave me wheels. The food came and |
took one of the cartons. | bring food in it. If someone in JAFRA wants help, | can help.
Sofian age 12
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This is my cousin and my brother. They are my flesh and blood and | love them. | love his
mother and wanted her son to be in the picture. That is our tent behind us. The camp is not

very nice but mine is the nicest tent. The entire camp is jealous of how my mother
decorated our tent.

Hassan, age 11



Al sgh o gapall 138,y ¢ Lalah i L 33 455 g ¢ \Siagih 8 b5 D) ns 3l sipen o 138
Ub‘-‘ﬁ-hyIJOLaYLgLﬁm ﬁﬁ)\.ﬂj m_,&._u,ulll.;?_,ﬁ’l ,‘,.I\;S]J

This is my mother’s bed. It is the nicest and most important bed in the tent. She tidies it up. |

never tidy mine. The teddy is my mum’s. Sometimes | cuddle it at night and | feel safe when
I cuddle it.

Hassan, age 11
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He's our music teacher, he teaches us how to read notes and English too. We do Arts and
Crafts with them, he's my favorite. He loves me a lot too. He reminds me of my uncle who
used to play with me like he does, but he's in Syria now. That's why he's my favorite
teacher.

Chakdar age 12
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We took it at the camera workshop. The boy and | are relatives, and | love him because he
doesn't let anyone hit me. Mr. A. plays with me.
Lulu age 8
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| took it because the sheds in the distance look like a train and it is my dream to goon a
train. | want to go around and come back here. | have only been on a train once and it was
such a short distance.

Abdullah age 9
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| love my cart. | made it. | got the wheels from the dumpsters and | got the plastic container
from the man at the supermarket. He gave it to me when | asked. The hook was mine. It was
something | found in the camp. | made it myself and | use it to carry foods or | put children
in and give them rides.

Maria age 11
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| want the world to see my photo. It's not a real bed, but it's comfortable enough. | took this
in a room in our house in the camp, it was very hot outside so | had to come inside. | don't
sleep here, | just come to rest from the sun. If | were in a real home, if | wasn’t a refugee, 1'd
be resting on a real bed and there would be an AC. | don't like living in tents, it's really small
and like an oven, | can't play in comfort.

Omar age 8
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She told me to take a picture and | did. | like the picture. It is nice. | love this girl but | don’t
play with her much because she plays in the sun and | don't.
Angeli age 9
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It's a pretty picture. In Syria we lived in an area full of trees. There were all kinds of trees.
When | was five when we lived there, my parents would never let me out at night, but in the
morning while they were still asleep | would run out and walk among the trees because |
wanted to enjoy the peace of the forest.

Asma age 8
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| love JAFRA because they play with us and when there is no food in the camp they cook for
us and they clean the camp for us and have fun with us.
Aya age 10
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You can see life in the camp and how disgusting it is here. The graffiti says: “We don’t want
organisations to speak for our camp, we just want an ambulance to stay in the camp”
because everyone here is sick. Not me, but it is cold.

Jad age 12
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We took this next to our tent, after playing. | was standing underneath the nylon because
the sun was scorching hot. | couldn't stay in the tent either, very stuffy. The food at the

camp is bad, but my favorite thing is playing with the Spanish.
Ali B age 9
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He was going outside by himself, as usual. | asked him where he was going and he
put up his arms so | carried him. | sat him on this ledge and asked if | could take a
picture of him, he giggled so | captured him. This picture expresses a lot of the camp:
look at the dirt on the ledge, the bedsheets turned to curtains. Regardless of this,
he's a young boy and his innocence permits him to smile and live happily anyway. Us
adults, we're aware and have to deal with what's going on, he's lucky he doesn't.
He's a naughty boy, always jumping around, but the way he talks and moves and
smiles makes me adore him. His favorite thing is dogs, he's always running off to
JAFRA to play with the dogs. My message to the world is that our situation is
disastrous, and | ask them to speed up the process of sheltering us, so we don't
remain stranded. | wish this upon no one.

Analeen Age 12
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She's very pretty | like her smile. She's foreign, we play together, and they give us toys.
They're good. It's comfortable living here. We live in a tent like the one behind, they're fun. |
love my siblings and being around them all the time, | have a 10 day old sister | love too.
Living in houses would be better though, at least they stay cool. Tents stay hot.

Yousef age 8
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It's the nicest picture, this volunteer has always been my favorite but she's left for Spain. We
played football with her, and it made us happy. It was a nice distraction from the camp. She
also used to sit with us in class and tutor each child before the teacher would even start

teaching, she taught us a lot. The situation isn't good, life is bad here. Look at the full
dumpsters, how hot it is, and how there's rubble everywhere.
Hamza age 11



u.n‘l_iL\;_)\.ﬁ.‘la]‘!‘.cJ_)a‘mbS;1Mhha4ui}4&13su\);q&\w5mq_ﬂsLﬁ_\;l\é_u'ﬁL}AQ)ﬁa'i
Ll an 3ams U (ST ¢ W 108 Jadi o 80 13U el g | ol 58Sl canl o alladl (o jay o i daadl IS

Vo ale

I chose this because | love her, she's pretty and gives us cameras, and the cameras make us
happy. We were able to show our lives through our lens. | want the world to know that |
love Dr. Lynne. | wonder why she chose to do this for us, but I'm very happy she did.

Noura age 10
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He's my teacher and he's very loving. He makes me laugh a lot, even just by looking at him.
He entertains a lot at the camp, it would be a sadder place without him.
Leena age 10
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It's a very nice picture, my favorite one. | love her so much, she plays with us. She loves us
and shows it well. She teaches us a lot and she's important to me.
Ana age 8
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The girl is my friend she is getting food for all her family. The boy is splashing her with
water. We always have water fights. There is a boy going up to his tent and a man fixing the
water coolers. The food is in blue plastic bags with apples and cutlery. The food is good but
| don’t like it because it is different from Syria. | eat it sometimes.

Ayatt age 12
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I love this boy. | don’t know why but | do. | wash his feet and shoes. | like it when he bites
me. | get mad.
Nour age 8
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| like this because it is my mother. She does everything for me. Everything she does is the
best. She looks happy here.
Jawad age 8
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I’'m in my tent, my mother took the picture for me. | sleep in the bed behind me and she
sleeps in the one next to it with my little brother. It's like an oven in there, and the bed is
metal and uncomfortable. The tent is tiny, and there's no space; look at how all our bags of
things are stuffed under the beds. Look at how strong the sun is. I'm unhappy living here,
but my friends help me cope. | don't have anything positive to say about the camp. | want
the world to see this, so they can feel with us.

Abd al Hai age 10
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He's playing with me, he was laughing, running around and hiding from me, then | grabbed
him and he fell, so | took a picture of him. Every morning, he slaps me on the face to wake
up and play with him. But life isn't good for him here, there's no healthy food for him. Dirty
water everywhere and he plays in it.

Abd Al Rahman age 11
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It's very expressive of the situation here. This is how we're living, with garbage, and it's
tiring. | love this man because he's kind, and takes care of us all. He's carrying buckets back
to Jafra. The picture just shows how hard we work, | want the world to see this.

Leen age 10
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My father was making food so we could eat. He was making ‘meat in the oven’ with
eggplant and courgette. They distribute egg plants, courgettes and potatoes. We cook on

stoves at the electricity point.
Lilly age 10
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This is a picture of the JAFRA group. | love these men because they are so good to us. They
play with us and make us happy.

Tabboush age 11
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It’s a beautiful memory. Look at his face, he is an old man now. It is a good face. He is a
good looking man. | love my dad, he has had a lot of experience. He is sitting next to the
tent where he always sits with his friends.

Majd age 11
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| really like this girl. She makes my heart flutter, the way she moves and walks and talks. |
play with her a lot. It’s a good life for her because her father makes the tent nice and he
cleans the camp. She is so happy, but if someone annoys her she will cry.

Sileen age 8
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This is my father’s friend. He loves me every day. He tickles me. it is a nice picture.
Msala age 8
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This is a friend’s daughter. | always play with her. | really love her. | put her in the cart and
take her for rides. | look after her, if she falls | pick her up.
Tabboush age 11
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They are sitting at the stand and | asked if | could take picture. It shows their normal
activities. This is how they spend their time.
Ali age 10
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| want to show you how wrecked the tent is. It is not our tent, it is someone else’s. They
ruined everything and they just left. They were in a hurry so they just made a mess finding
their essentials. They were going to a new camp. It was wasteful leaving it like this. It took a
lot of time and effort for the new family to put it right.

Lilly aged 11
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| wanted to show how exhausting it is to carry beds around the camp. The beds are so much
better than the old ones. If you sat on the old ones you sank. On these you don’t. This was a
new family so they went to get them. Each family gets a card like the food card. There is a
man from DRC. We give him the card he gives us the beds.

Lilly age 10
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This is my father, and that is my home. | want the world to witness the state of our lives. He
plays with me a lot, all kinds of games, and he takes care of me. But most importantly he
plays with me.

AliCage9



Adaly ) ) L eladl ST s elal) b el d..a'l.\s PRIV celadls Caadh Lails celadly (s

We are playing water fights. We do that often here. We use bottles of water. The water
situation is better now but the drinking water is still warm.
Majd age 11
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These are my best friends. They play with me, and they're very kind too. We play house, and

always come to hang out with Jafra together. Living at the camp wouldn't be nice without
them.

Yasmine age 11
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Very pretty, | love Mr. A, JAFRA play with us and throw us parties, give us toys too. They

provide us with everything, they're nice to me. This picture makes me feel happy, it makes
me feel everything.

Nagham age 12
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He was bringing food. He is a funny guy and he asked me to take his picture so | did.
Leena age 10
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This is Adel, he's from Jafra. He was trying out the camera with the Spanish volunteers, |
looked at him as he took my picture and decided to capture it.
Aloosh age 12
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| took this because Harara was upside down and A. was tickling him and | noticed the purple
colour. Islam says dogs sometimes give disease so you should keep them clean and outside.
| like playing with Harara. But | like cats more than dogs. In Syria we lived near an area
without houses and many cats came there and | played with them.

Leenaage 10
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They look nice like that. The bear is hugging the turtle and the dog, his head is resting on the
turtle. They like each other. They are my friends, | talk to them. A foreign friend gave them
to me. | had buckets of toys in Syria, not including the ones in the cupboard and on the bed.
Barbie was my favourite. | miss her. When we were trying to leave our house a bomb
dropped. My grandfather’s legs were broken so he couldn’t run with us so he died. |
couldn’t go back for my toys and we couldn’t help him. My mother and father both started
crying about my grandfather. | just bolted to the neighbour’s, because their house was Ok.
Someone put a chip on our house. He stuck it on and 10 minutes later the bomb dropped.
Hanan age 10
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I love trees so much, but | couldn't get the full picture of this one, | like this tree the most
though. It's the most beautiful, it looks like a painting. It's pointy at the top, a perfect tree.
And | also asked the tree permission to take her picture and she said yes. It reminds me of
the greenery in Ladkia, there was a tree there that looks like this one and | loved it, too. So
when | saw this, | loved it too. It looks like one of those ancient trees, they've been through
everything and have seen it all. They've seen refugees from all over the world, they witness
our lives. Allah loves trees, and created them to be good for us. Nature is good to us and
cares for us, | feel safe when | am around it. And trees never die until somebody harms
them, that's why God punishes those who cut trees down. However long they live, the tree
sees everything and never forgets. Every leaf on it protects you, so every time you pick a
leaf, you'll be punished. Each leaf was born for a purpose and has a past and a story. For
every refugee it sees, a new leaf grows. It protects us from the sun. The prophet
Mohammed loved trees too, this tree is a source of strength in the camp.

Abdo age 9
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This photography exhibit would not have been possible without
the support and cooperation of all the families living in Lagkadikia
refugee camp.
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Thank you also to
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Dalia Al Sharkawi (Translator)
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Giorgos Anastoulis (Photo editor)
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Lynne Jones (Coordinator)
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Jafra team in Greece, Refugees helping Refugees
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Danish Refugee Council
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International Medical Corps



